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November 2018

Update from the Segssion

Below is a summary of the actions

Prayer List

taken by the elders at the October
stated meeting;:

1. Reviewed and received the Sep-
tember Financial Report.
2. Approved the September stated

session minutes.

David Bunn - military:
Betty Bland, Pat
Harmon, Richard
Lominick, Eliza Parr,
Mark McGuffee.
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3. Discussed the shepherding con-
cerns of the congregation.

4. Sessional Committee Reports:

o Missions: Alex Stewart will
share about his ministry on
11/7 with a covered dish din-
ner. The Release Time Bible
class will begin on 10/19 at
First Baptist Church.

5. George Farris gave a report about
the fall Second Presbytery Meet-
ing. The Presbytery Assessment
was raised by $2.

6. Alice Ramirez’s Christmas recital
and the Congregational Christ-
mas Fellowship will be held on

FINANCIAL DATA as of
October 21, 2018

Budget Receipts

: Budget Needs

$134,569.43 :
$139,439.56 :

" 12/5, 6:30 pm.

7. The following slate of officers
were approved: Deacons - Keith
Avery, George Farris, Herb Sei-
gler; Elder - Marc Faulkenberry.

If you have any questions, please
speak with an elder.
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PRAYER CHAIN

If you have an urgent prayer
request, please email or call
Marc Faulkenberry, and he
will distribute it via email. If
you would like to be added to
the distribution list, please
email Marc. It is a privilege to
lift up others in prayer to our
great God.
prayers4newberry@gmail.com
351-0800 (cell)

L« Chanksgiving*
“ Service

Monday, November 19, 7:00
p.m. at St. Mark Catholie
Chareh. Pastor Ui  will
prgach, and PMr. Huger
Caughman will dirget a
combingd choir from the
various congregations.

[t’s time to order Poinscttias. The cost will be $10.75. n in-
sert will be in the vestibulgs bgginning dunday, Novgmber 4.
The last day to order will bg Sunday, November 18. Place
gour ordgr in the offering platg or give it to Shirlgy Mohler.
Make cheeks pagable to Women’s Ministrigs.
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Our themg Seripturg for 2018 is Gengsis 17:7: “1 will gstablish my covegnant as an gver-
lasting covgnant bgtwegegn meg and gou and your dgsegndants after you for the gengra-
tions to ecomg, to be your God and thg God of your dgsegndants after you.” (NIV)

ARP Women’s Ministries is an organization which encourages and

equips the community of ARP women to minister together for God’s
glory and purpose.

Our desire is that all women in the ARP Church will: Know Jesus
Intimately, Love Jesus Faithfully, and Serve Jesus Fruitfully.

The Morning Cirvcle will meet on Tuesday, November 6 at 10 am in the
Carson Room for Bible study, prayer, and fellowship. Marcie Cole will]
be leading the Bible study on the life of Abraham. After the meeting
the group will enjoy unch at a local restaurant. The Circle is always

open for mew members; contact Carolyn Fulmer for further
information.

Fellowship, Study, and Prayer
Tuesdays from 7 - 9 pm
Home of Catherine Faulkenberry/Marci Cole
Currently studying the book Humility by Andrew Murray
If you are interested in attending the study, please contact either
Shannon Winter at 19golfaly@gmail.com, 803-940-1596 OR
Kristy Jennings, andrenkristy@hotmail.com, 803-271-5298
ALL LADIES ARE WELCOME!!!!
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The annual meeting of deecond Presbytery Wom-
) gn’s Ministrigs will be held on daturday, Novem-

" /\ ber 10 at the Greenwood ARP Church. Guest
speaker will bg darah Puvall. lsuncheon and a

= WL short busingss megting will follow the speaker. If

" gou arg intergsted in attending, pleaseg notify

- €dith Bedenbaugh or Julia Rikard by Wednesdagy,

AN N UAL October 31. Transportation will bg coordinated

M E ET I N G once we determing the number attgnding.

Saturday, Pecgmber 8 ’
Women’s Ministrigs Save The
Christmas Fellowship Brunceh at theg Chareh DQTZ\

morg details to jollow. . . -

.

Manna House Food Pantry
21b bags of Corn Meal

The Manna House box is in the Main Street vestibule.

Our Church will be providing volunteers the week of November 27 - December 1 from 1-2
pm. If you would like to volunteer please see Julia.

“.the Lord Jesus Himself said, ‘there is more happiness in giving than in

receiving.” Acts 20:35
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World

WITNESS

MISSIONS FOCUS

Prayers

: « For the missionaries in France

Featured Field — France

According to the World Fact Book, France maintains
a culture of secularism and has not collected infor- i
mation on religious affiliation since 1872. Today, the i
country is a mix of religions with few evangelical i
Christians. In recent years, there has been a contin-
ued decline in religious acceptance with atheism &
growing and open hostility toward organized reli- i
gion.

Praises

« For those God is sending to France :
« The hearts and lives being reached with the Gos- i
pel message
« Evidence of God at work in the relationships being :
formed throughout the country '

: « For additional workers to help spread the Gospel

Paul and Missy Robelot

Paul and Missy Robelot are World Witness :
missionary candidates, serving with
Bridge Europe/France, where they en-:
courage and help equip the French Church
in outreach to refugees and Muslim neigh- :
bors. Since 1987, they have served in:
church planting in Belgium and France, :
where evangelicals are around 1%, and :
Muslims outnumber evangelicals 10 to 1.
Paul and Missy met and married in 1982, :
while attending Columbia International :
University. Missy is a registered nurse

: with a BSN degree from East Carolina University and has a Master of Christian Educa-
! tion from CIU. She also previously served as Congregational Nurse at First Presbyterian,
: Columbia, helping coordinate care teams. Paul has a BA degree in Psychology from
: Clemson University and both a MDiv and a Master of Counseling degree from CIU. To :
learn more about their ministry, email them at robelot@aol.com.
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Biblical Stewardship

For many churches in the United States, this is a time of year known as
“stewardship season.” This designation is derived from the fact that many congregations
collect contribution pledges from their members and prepare the upcoming year’s budget
based on their estimated income. Even though we do not employ this particular practice,
the notion of biblical stewardship is still worthy of our consideration. When we examine
this subject, there are in general three primary categories in which our lives can be
stewarded: time, talents, and treasure.

Stewardship by definition acknowledges that we are not the owners but merely
managers. Every person owes his very existence to God. Life is a gift that the omnipo-
tent Lord provides and sustains (doctrine of providence). All that we have comes to us
from God, our Creator. More than life itself, God imparts various gifts that enrich life for
all. For Christians, the Redeemer’s kindness is magnified in that we are grace with spir-
itual gifts to build up and advance the Kingdom of God.

Having a biblical understanding of stewardship is key to growing in the knowledge
and grace of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. As we yield more and more of our lives to
the lordship of Christ, biblical stewardship informs and prioritizes how we make deci-
sions and live to the glory of God. When we considered the price with which we have
been bought by God, the blood of Christ, it is a joy to offer our bodies, our whole lives, as
living sacrifices to the Lord. The stewardship of our time, talents, and treasure becomes
a megaphone for extolling the infinite worth of our Redeemer God.

How then should we steward our lives in terms of time, talents, and treasure? To
start, time may be the most valuable since none of us are guaranteed just how much of it
we will have! It may be safe to assume based on your current age and health that you
will live a certain number of years, but no assumption is absolute. We can and should
plan accordingly, but we must never demand of God even a single day more. Our times
are in His hands, and our days are numbered according to the Master’s eternal decrees.

Therefore, as we consider the brevity of life, the proverb, “Only one life, ’twill soon
be past, only what’s done for Christ will last,” should challenge us to make the most of
every minute for the glory of God. Every person is given the exact same amount of time
each day. We may not know how many days we will have, even the next, but what we do
with the minutes we have today will either make an impact for eternity or not. As stew-
ards of God, how we manage and utilize our time reflects on what we value and cherish.
Do we invest our time in building and nurturing relationships that will have an eternal
impact or on earthly matters that will be destroyed in a matter of days or months, ulti-
mately at the Lord’s return? Do we prioritize our time with those activities that promote
the Kingdom of God or our own personal pleasures and comfort? Do we even
acknowledge that God is the Lord of all time by honoring one day in seven, the Lord’s
Day, or do we do with it as we please and only set it apart to Him as a matter of conven-
ience? Investing our time for Kingdom purposes will yield a return in glory that far ex-
ceeds any pleasures here on earth.

As Christians we are doubly blessed in that not only has the Lord gifted us with
natural talents and abilities but with spiritual gifts through the indwelling of the Holy
Spirit. All these talents are given to glorify God and build up the body of Christ. Regard-
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less of how old or young you may be, if you still strength in your body, then you are re-
sponsible for stewarding your talents in a Christ-honoring way. The 80-20 rule is a so-
bering indictment on the lack of biblical stewardship in many congregations. According
to repeated research, 80 percent of the work in most congregations is accomplished by 20
percent of the members. By God’s grace this is not the case with us, but I wonder if eve-
ryone is utilizing all their gifts and talents according to the Holy Spirit at maximum ca-
pacity? How much different would the life and ministry of our church appear if every-
one’s talents were being applied? What fruit could be born through ministries that have
not yet been started? Indeed, the opportunities are limitless and only bound by the
Lord’s will. Pray for the Lord to open your eyes to see how all your gifts might be utilized
to enhance our congregation and the Lord’s purposes.

Of all the topics that Jesus taught, money was only second to the Kingdom of God.
Our treasure, that is earthly wealth, is a deeply private and personal matter. However,
as Christians it is a visible mark of biblical stewardship. It reveals to all what we truly
value and worship! This is an unavoidable truth because Jesus declared (Matt 6:21),
“For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.” In other words, how we spend
our money, reflects on what we love. No matter how much we say we love the Lord and
want to serve Him, if we are not willing to support financially His Kingdom, then our
words are empty and false. As the old saying goes, “ You put your money where your
mouth is.”

It’s been noted that the last thing to be sanctified in a person’s life is his bank ac-
count. Even Christians have a difficult time giving to the Lord’s work over against ac-
quiring more personal possessions. Despite the fact that the accumulation of material
treasure works according to the law of diminishing return (the more you spend the less
it satisfies), we seemed to be running on this treadmill along with the world. In contrast,
the more we deepen our love for Christ and His Kingdom purposes the less enticing and
rewarding the worldly treasures will be to us. No doubt there is a real cost to following
Christ and investing our money in His work, a sacrifice that means foregoing certain
earthy pleasures, but the joy that the Lord promises in return far outweighs the tem-
poral loss. Only by deepening our love for Christ will the allurements of this world fade.
By God’s grace may we overcome the temporal pleasures of earthly treasure with the
eternal, unsurpassed delight of knowing Christ in all His fullness.

By His grace,
Pastor Seth

We reeently reprinted the Church note cards. They
~arg pacRaged 12 cards/envelopegs to a box at a
 cost of $5.00. If you arg intgrgsted in purchasing a
pack or two, they arg located in the office. If pay-

| ing by check, plgase make them payablg to Wom-
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ARP Church of Newberry

1701 Main Street
Newberry, SC 29108

We’'re on the web
NewberryARP.org

Flowers for November

4 - Communion
11 - Shirley Mohler
18 - Julia Rikard
25 - Catherine Faulkenberry
Nursery for November
4 - Rachel Faulkenberry & Noah Y1
11 - Mern Avery & Trust Winters
18 - Joanna Bedenbaugh

25 - Leshe Koon & Reagan Bannister
Ushers for October
4 - Andre Jennings, Lee Winters, Aaron Fising, Noah Y1

11 - Marc Faulkenberry, Keith Avery, Lee Ringer, Caleb Jennings
18 - George Farris, Jean Willhlamson, Herb Seigler, David Jennings
25 - Doug Wicker, Cecil McRacken, Gene Wicker, Lee Winters




