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Worship Schedule                               

Sunday’s                                          9:45 am -          Sunday School                10:55 am -       
Morning Worship 

Wednesday’s                                       
6:30 pm -          

Prayer meeting    
6:30 pm -         

Youth Group 
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Flowers for August 
7 - Communion Flowers 

14 - Dottie Price & Carolyn Fulmer 
21 - Julia Rikard 

28 - Norman Bunn 
Nursery for August 

7 - Kristy Jennings & Noah Yi 
14 - Allison Yi & Rachel Faulkenberry 

21 - TBA & Junah Winters 
28 - Joanna Bedenbaugh & Caleb Yi 

Ushers for August 
7 – Lee Winters, George Farris, Lee Ringer, Noah Yi 

14 - Cecil McRacken, Doug Wicker, Lee Ringer, Noah Yi 
21 - Don Ringer, Gene Wicker, Lee Ringer, Noah Yi 

28 - Mike Birochak, Andre Jennings, Lee Ringer, Noah Yi 

3UD\HU�&KDLQ ,I�\RX�KDYH�D�VSHFLDO�SUD\HU�UHTXHVW�SOHDVH�FDOO�RU�H-PDLO�/LVD�6HQQ�DQG�
VKH�ZLOO� VHQG� LW�RXW�YLD� H-PDLO� WR�DOO�PHPEHUV��/LVD�FDQ�EH� UHDFKHG�DW����
���-����� RU� H-PDLO� OLVDVHQQ#HDUWKOLQN�QHW�� ,W� LV� LQGHHG� D� SULYLOHJH� WR�
OLIW�XS�RWKHUV�LQ�SUD\HU�WR�RXU�JUHDW�*RG��� 
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0DNLQJ�$OO�7KLQJV�1HZ 
 We are all by nature, for better or for worse, creatures of habit. Once we get settled into a routine, it is difficult and annoying for us to make even the slightest of adjustments. That is especially true when we have been doing something for a sustained period of time. We all have certain habits that we try to maintain as 

long as we can help it.  
Consequently, we rarely embrace change in our lives with open arms and at best without some resistance. I would like to give us the benefit of the doubt and think that our resistance is mainly motivate by our desires to imitate God (right?!), who is immutable-unchangeable, always the same, but unfortunately our reluctance to change is usually associated with some selfish or personal preferences. For most of us, change means 
making uncomfortable adjustments or accepting new conditions that are not readily appreciated.  
This struggle is experienced in every sphere of life, especially in our sanctification. In fact, the work that God is doing in our lives to conform us more and more to the image of Christ is a life long process of change. The Holy Spirit is renewing us from the “old man” to the newness of life in Christ. We are by faith progressively being transformed to share in Christ-likeness. As we know, some of the old habits that we must relinquish are met with great resistance. Changing old ways of thinking, doing, and speaking is arduous and can become a daily battle. Our old self is quite stubborn when it comes to yielding to Christ’s lordship.  Nevertheless, it is a victory that has been claimed by God for us in Christ (Rom 8:30 And those whom he  predestined he also called, and those whom he called he also justified, and those whom he justified he also     
glorified.). 
This supernatural process is described in Scripture as an “already, but not yet” condition (2 Cor 5:17    Therefore, if   anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has passed away; behold, the new has come.). We are becoming who we are in Christ and before God. Our confidence is in the powerful witness that 
grace has overcome sin, that life has   triumphed over death, and that light has engulfed the darkness.  
This process of change is not only applicable to our individual lives but also our lives as God’s people. In fact, our sanctification is never complete until we reach our maturity in the body of Christ. When God calls us to Himself, we are not only united to Him by faith but we are also united to each other, fellow Christians, in the Church. It is in the life of the local church as we interact and engage in one another’s life that      Christ-likeness is truly being worked out in us. As we deepen our relationships with other brothers and sisters in Christ, we are confronted with changes that must be addressed in our lives. How much easier and simpler 
it would be just to keep to ourselves and not ever have to face those possibilities.  
Unfortunately, that is the practice that many Christians take in their church membership. They commit only an hour or two each week, if that much, to a local congregation and wonder why they see so little spiritual change taking place in their lives. Private devotions and personal prayers are indeed means of grace, but they are not substitutes for partaking in the corporate life of the church. The Christian life was never        intended to be lived on an island. Spiritual isolation and privatization will eventually lead to a wilderness of 
wandering.  
On the other hand, what God offers to us in the church is a spiritual feast. He intends to feed the flock (plural, not “sheep” singular) within the context of the body. God wants our church membership to be more than just a formal  registration on a roll. He desires that we grow together as a faith-based family. This is the newness of life that Christ offers us in Him. It is the dynamic witness that is missing in a lost and lonely world. So as we confront the uncertain  future with a host of challenges, renew your commitment to Christ and to one another by developing your relationship with your fellow members outside the walls of this church. Discover how God can transform your life through a meaningful friendship with some of your church 
family members. 

By His grace, Pastor Seth 
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We’re on the web 
NewberryARP.org 
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