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Update from the Session 

�� �7KH� )HEUXDU\� ILQDQFLDO�
UHSRUW�ZDV� UHYLHZHG�DQG�
UHFHLYHG�DV�LQIRUPDWLRQ� 

�� 7KH� )HEUXDU\� ���� �����
VWDWHG� 6HVVLRQ� PLQXWHV�
ZHUH�DSSURYHG� 

�� 7KH� VKHSKHUGLQJ� FRQ�
FHUQV�RI�WKH�FRQJUHJDWLRQ�
ZHUH�GLVFXVVHG�� 

�� 6HVVLRQDO�&RPPLWWHHV� 
&KULVWLDQ� (G��� WKH� \RXWK�
FOHDQHG� WKH� +LVWRU\�
5RRP� DQG� FDWDORJXHG�
ERRNV�LQ�WKH�/LEUDU\� 

�� $Q� XSGDWHG� &:3� SROLF\�
LV�EHLQJ�IRUPXODWHG� 

�� 'RXJ� :LFNHU� JDYH� D� UH�
SRUW� RI� WKH� 6HFRQG�3UHV�
E\WHU\� PHHWLQJ� WKDW� KH�
DWWHQGHG�DV�D�GHOHJDWH� 

�� $QGUH� -HQQLQJV� ZDV� DS�
SRLQWHG� DV� WKH� FKXUFK�
GHOHJDWH� IRU� WKH� DQQXDO�
6\QRG� 0HHWLQJ�� -XQH� �-
�� 

 
,I� \RX� KDYH� DQ\� TXHVWLRQV��
SOHDVH�VSHDN�ZLWK�DQ�HOGHU�� 

1701 Main Street, Newberry, SC 29108 

Prayer List 

David Bunn - military;   
Betty Bland, Nelle Cromer, 
Pat Harmon, Mark 
McGuffee, Edna Ringer. 

 
Ministry 
Schedule 

Sunday 
9:45 am 

Sunday School 
10:55 am 
Worship 

 
Wednesday 

6:30 pm 
Bible Study/Prayer 

6:15 pm 
Youth Group 

 

PRAYER CHAIN 
 

,I� \RX� KDYH� DQ� XUJHQW� SUD\HU�
UHTXHVW�� SOHDVH� HPDLO� RU� FDOO�
0DUF� )DXONHQEHUU\�� DQG� KH�
ZLOO� GLVWULEXWH� LW� YLD� HPDLO�� ,I�
\RX�ZRXOG�OLNH�WR�EH�DGGHG� WR�
WKH� GLVWULEXWLRQ� OLVW�� SOHDVH��
HPDLO�0DUF�� ,W� LV� D� SULYLOHJH� WR�
OLIW� XS� RWKHUV� LQ� SUD\HU� WR� RXU�
JUHDW�*RG� 
SUD\HUV�QHZEHUU\#JPDLO�FRP 
���-������FHOO� 

 
 
 
 
 
 

FIFTH SUNDAY 
FELOWSHIP MEAL 

 

On Sunday, April 29, follow-
ing the worship service, we will 

share a covered-dish meal in 
the Fellowship Hall. Take ad-
vantage of this opportunity to 

deepen your relationships with 
your church family. 



April   2018 

Our theme Scripture for 2018 is Genesis 17:7: “ I will establish my covenant as an ever-
lasting covenant between me and you and your descendants after you for the genera-

tions to come, to be your God and the God of your descendants after you.” (NIV)  

 
ARP Women’s Ministries is an organization which encourages and equips the com-
munity of ARP women to minister together for God’s glory and purpose. 
 
Our desire is that all women in the ARP Church will: Know Jesus Intimately, Love 
Jesus Faithfully, and Serve Jesus Fruitfully. 
                                                           
The Morning Circle will meet on Tuesday, April 3 at 10 am in the Carson Room for 
Bible study, prayer, and fellowship. Marcie Cole will be leading the study on the 
life of Abraham. Lite refreshments will be served by Lillian Price and Beverly 
Ringer. The Circle is always open for new members, contact Carolyn Fulmer for 
further information. 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Fellowship, Study, and Prayer 

Tuesday 7-9 pm 

Home of  Catherine Faulkenberry/Marci Cole 

Currently studying the book Knowing God by J. I. Packer. 

If  you are interested in attending the study, please contact either 

Shannon Winter at 19golfaly@gmail.com, 803-940-1596 OR 

Kristy Jennings andrenkristy@hotmail.com, 803-271-5298 

ALL LADIES ARE WELCOME!!!!  

LADIES 
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Manna House Food Pantry 
Peanut Butter and Jealy 

 

The Manna House box is in the Main Street vestibule. 

Our Souper Bowl of Caring received $245 and 104 pounds of food. 

If you are interested in volunteering at Manna House, please see Julia Ri-
kard for information. 

We will be serving Manna House the week of April 16-20. We are in need 
of two additional volunteers. This requires only 1 hour of time from 1:00 pm - 
2:00 pm.   

“…the Lord Jesus Himself said, ‘there is more happiness in giving than in receiving.” Acts 20:35 
 

BACKPACK PROGRAM 
 

Any donations ( food or monetary) can be made to help fund the 
program at any time. You may put your check or money into 
your church envelope and mark it “Backpack Ministry” and 
place it in the offering plate. All money goes through our church 

treasury. 
 

Please continue to pray for the children in our community who are in need.   
 

Call for a Day of Prayer & Fasting for Andrew Brunson 
 

�Ɛ�ǁĞ�ůĞĂƌŶĞĚ�ƌĞĐĞŶƚůǇ͕��ŶĚƌĞǁ��ƌƵŶƐŽŶ͕�ĨŽƌŵĞƌ��ZW�ŵŝŶŝƐƚĞƌ�ĂŶĚ�ŵŝƐƐŝŽŶĂƌǇ�ƚŽ�dƵƌŬĞǇ�;ƉƌĞƐĞŶƚůǇ�Ă�ŵĞŵďĞƌ�
ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ��W�Ϳ�ĂŶĚ�ƐŽŶ�ŽĨ�ZŽŶ�ĂŶĚ�WĂŵ��ƌƵŶƐŽŶ͕�ǁŚŽ�ŚĂƐ�ďĞĞŶ�ƵŶũƵƐƚůǇ�ŝŵƉƌŝƐŽŶĞĚ͕�ŚĂƐ�ďĞĞŶ�ŝŶĚŝĐƚĞĚ͘�,ŝƐ�ĐŽƵƌƚ�
ĚĂƚĞ�ŝƐ��Ɖƌŝů�ϭϲ�Ăƚ�ϵ�Ă͘ŵ͘�dƵƌŬŝƐŚ�ƟŵĞ�ĂŶĚ�Ϯ�Ă͘ŵ͘��^d͘�EŽ�ĞǀŝĚĞŶĐĞ�ŚĂƐ�ďĞĞŶ�ƉƵƚ�ĨŽƌƚŚ�ƚŽ�ƐƵďƐƚĂŶƟĂƚĞ�ĂŶǇ�ŽĨ�
ƚŚĞ�ĂĐĐƵƐĂƟŽŶƐ�ĂŐĂŝŶƐƚ�WĂƐƚŽƌ��ƌƵŶƐŽŶ͘� 
 

WůĞĂƐĞ�ĐŽŶƐŝĚĞƌ�ƚĂŬŝŶŐ�Ă�ƉŽƌƟŽŶ�Žƌ�ƚŚĞ�ǁŚŽůĞ�ĚĂǇ�;�Ɖƌŝů�ϳͿ�ƚŽ�ĨĂƐƚ�ĂŶĚ�ƉƌĂǇ�ĂƐ�ĂďůĞ͘�WƌĂǇ�ƚŚĂƚ��ŶĚƌĞǁΖƐ�ĂƩŽƌͲ
ŶĞǇ�ǁŝůů�ďĞ�ĂůůŽǁĞĚ�ƚŽ�ĂĐĐĞƐƐ�ĮůĞƐ�ƚŚĂƚ�ŚĂǀĞ�ďĞĞŶ�ƐĞĂůĞĚ�ƚŽ�ƚŚŝƐ�ƉŽŝŶƚ�ĂŶĚ�ƌĞǀŝĞǁ�ƚŚĞ�ĞǀŝĚĞŶĐĞ� ŝŶ�ŽƌĚĞƌ�ƚŽ�
ƉƌĞƉĂƌĞ�Ă�ƉƌŽƉĞƌ�ĂŶĚ�ĞīĞĐƟǀĞ�ĚĞĨĞŶƐĞ͘�WƌĂǇ�ƚŚĂƚ�ŽƵƌ�ŽǁŶ�ŶĂƟŽŶĂů�ůĞĂĚĞƌƐ�ŝŶĐůƵĚŝŶŐ�ŝŶĐŽŵŝŶŐ�^ĞĐƌĞƚĂƌǇ�ŽĨ�
^ƚĂƚĞ͕�DŝŬĞ�WŽŵƉĞŽ͕�ĂŶĚ�ƚŚĞ�WƌĞƐŝĚĞŶƚ͕�ǁŝůů�ĞŶŐĂŐĞ�ĞīĞĐƟǀĞůǇ�ǁŝƚŚ� ƚŚĞ�dƵƌŬŝƐŚ�ŐŽǀĞƌŶŵĞŶƚ�ƚŽ�ƐĞĐƵƌĞ��ŶͲ
ĚƌĞǁΖƐ�ƌĞůĞĂƐĞ�ĂŶĚ�ƐĂĨĞ�ƌĞƚƵƌŶ�ŚŽŵĞ͘�WĞƟƟŽŶ�ƵŶƚŽ�ƚŚĞ�>ŽƌĚ�ŽŶ�ďĞŚĂůĨ�ŽĨ��ŶĚƌĞǁ�ƚŚĂƚ�ŚŝƐ�ĨĂŝƚŚ�ǁŽƵůĚ�ƌĞŵĂŝŶ�
ƐƚƌŽŶŐ�ĂŶĚ�ƚŚĂƚ�ƚŚĞ�ĐŽŵĨŽƌƚ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�^ĐƌŝƉƚƵƌĞƐ�ĂŶĚ�,ŽůǇ�^Ɖŝƌŝƚ�ǁŽƵůĚ�ƐƵƐƚĂŝŶ�Śŝŵ͕�ŽŶ�ďĞŚĂůĨ�ŽĨ�ŚŝƐ�ĨĂŵŝůǇ�ďŝĚͲ
ĚŝŶŐ�ƚŚĞŝƌ�ĂŶǆŝŽƵƐ�ĨĞĂƌƐ�ďĞ�ƐƟůůĞĚ͕�ŽŶ�ďĞŚĂůĨ�ŽĨ��ŶĚƌĞǁΖƐ�ĐĂƉƚŽƌƐ�ƚŚĂƚ�ƚŚĞŝƌ�ŚĞĂƌƚƐ�ďĞ�ĐŚĂŶŐĞĚ͕�ĂŶĚ�ŽŶ�ďĞŚĂůĨ�
ŽĨ�ŚŝƐ�ĨĞůůŽǁ�ƉƌŝƐŽŶĞƌƐ�ĂŶĚ�ŽƚŚĞƌƐ�ƚŚĂƚ�ƚŚĞ�ůŝŐŚƚ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�'ŽƐƉĞů�ǁŽƵůĚ�ƉĞŶĞƚƌĂƚĞ�ƚŚĞŝƌ�ƐŽƵůƐ�ĂŶĚ�ƚŚĂƚ�ƚŚĞǇ�ďĞ�
ďƌŽƵŐŚƚ�ƚŽ�Ă�ƐĂǀŝŶŐ�ĨĂŝƚŚ�ŝŶ�:ĞƐƵƐ��ŚƌŝƐƚ͘��Ɛ�ǇŽƵ�ŵĂŬĞ�ƚŚĞƐĞ�ƉĞƟƟŽŶƐ͕�ƌĞŵĞŵďĞƌ�Ăůů�ŽĨ�ŽƵƌ�ďƌŽƚŚĞƌƐ�ĂŶĚ�ƐŝƐͲ
ƚĞƌƐ�ƚŚƌŽƵŐŚŽƵƚ�ƚŚĞ�ǁŽƌůĚ�ǁŚŽ�ƐƵīĞƌ�ƵŶĚĞƌ�ƚŚĞ�ŚĂŶĚ�ŽĨ�ŽƉƉƌĞƐƐŽƌƐ�ĂŶĚ�ĞŶĞŵŝĞƐ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�'ŽƐƉĞů�ĂŶĚ�ƉƌĂǇ�ƚŚĂƚ�
ƚŚĞ�>ŽƌĚ�ǁŽƵůĚ�ŚĞĂƌ�ƚŚĞŝƌƐ�ĂŶĚ�ŽƵƌ�ĐƌŝĞƐ�ƚŚĂƚ�ƚŚĞ�ƐĐŚĞŵĞƐ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�Ğǀŝů�ŽŶĞ�ǁŝůů�ďĞ�ƚŚǁĂƌƚĞĚ�ĂŶĚ�ƚŚĂƚ�ƚŚĞ�ĐƌŽƐƐ�
ŽĨ��ŚƌŝƐƚ�ǁŽƵůĚ�ďĞ�ůŝŌĞĚ�ŚŝŐŚ�ƚŚƌŽƵŐŚ�ĨĂŝƚŚĨƵů��ŚƌŝƐƟĂŶ�ǁŝƚŶĞƐƐ͘�WƌĂǇ�ƚŚĂƚ�ƚŚŝƐ�ƉĞƌƐĞĐƵƟŽŶ�ǁŽƵůĚ�ŐŝǀĞ�ĐŽƵƌͲ
ĂŐĞ�ĂŶĚ�ďŽůĚŶĞƐƐ�ƚŽ�ŽƚŚĞƌ�ǁŽƌŬĞƌƐ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�DƵƐůŝŵ�ǁŽƌůĚ͘�WƌĂǇ�ƚŽ�ƚŚĞ�ĞŶĚ�ƚŚĂƚ�ŽŶĞ�ĚĂǇ�ŝƚ�ǁŝůů�ďĞ�ĐĞƌƚĂŝŶ�ƚŚĂƚ͕�
ƚŚĞ�ŬŝŶŐĚŽŵ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ǁŽƌůĚ�ŚĂƐ�ďĞĐŽŵĞ�ƚŚĞ�ŬŝŶŐĚŽŵ�ŽĨ�ŽƵƌ�>ŽƌĚ�ĂŶĚ�ŽĨ�ŚŝƐ��ŚƌŝƐƚ͕�ĂŶĚ�ŚĞ�ƐŚĂůů�ƌĞŝŐŶ�ĨŽƌĞǀĞƌ�
ĂŶĚ�ĞǀĞƌ͘ 
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MISSIONS FOCUS 
 

Featured Field – Spain 
 

^ƉĂŝŶ�–�dŚĞ�ƉŽƉƵůĂƟŽŶ�ŽĨ�^ƉĂŝŶ�ŝƐ�ĂƉƉƌŽǆŝŵĂƚĞůǇ�ϰϲ�ŵŝůůŝŽŶ�ƉĞŽͲ
ƉůĞ�;:ŽƐŚƵĂƉƌŽũĞĐƚ͘ŶĞƚͿ͘�/ŶĚŝǀŝĚƵĂůƐ�ůŝǀŝŶŐ�ŝŶ�^ƉĂŝŶ�ŚĂǀĞ�Ă�ŐƵĂƌĂŶͲ
ƚĞĞĚ�ƌŝŐŚƚ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ĨƌĞĞĚŽŵ�ŽĨ�ƌĞůŝŐŝŽŶ�ƚŚƌŽƵŐŚ�ƚŚĞ�^ƉĂŶŝƐŚ��ŽŶƐƟͲ
ƚƵƟŽŶ͘� �ŚƌŝƐƟĂŶŝƚǇ� ŝƐ� Ă�ŵŝŶŽƌŝƚǇ� ƌĞůŝŐŝŽŶ� ŝŶ� ^ƉĂŝŶ�ǁŝƚŚ� ũƵƐƚ�ŽŶĞ�
ƉĞƌĐĞŶƚ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ƉŽƉƵůĂƟŽŶ�ďĞŝŶŐ��ǀĂŶŐĞůŝĐĂů��ŚƌŝƐƟĂŶƐ͘�dŽĚĂǇ͕�/ƐͲ
ůĂŵ�ŝƐ�ƚŚĞ�ĨĂƐƚĞƐƚ�ŐƌŽǁŝŶŐ�ƌĞůŝŐŝŽŶ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ĐŽƵŶƚƌǇ�ǁŝƚŚ�ŵĂŶǇ�ŝŵͲ
ŵŝŐƌĂŶƚƐ�ďƌŝŶŐŝŶŐ�ƚŚĞŝƌ�ƌĞůŝŐŝŽƵƐ�ďĞůŝĞĨƐ�ǁŝƚŚ�ƚŚĞŵ�ǁŚĞŶ�ƚŚĞǇ�ŵŝͲ
ŐƌĂƚĞ͘��ƐƟŵĂƚĞƐ�ďǇ�ƚŚĞ�:ŽƐŚƵĂ�WƌŽũĞĐƚ� ŝŶĚŝĐĂƚĞ�ĂůŵŽƐƚ�ϭ�ŵŝůůŝŽŶ�
ƉĞŽƉůĞ�ƌĞŵĂŝŶ�ƵŶƌĞĂĐŚĞĚ�ǁŝƚŚ�ƚŚĞ�'ŽƐƉĞů�DĞƐƐĂŐĞ͘ 
 

WƌĂŝƐĞƐ 
¨ dŚĞ��ŝďůĞ��ůƵď�ĨŽƌ�ŐŝƌůƐ�ŝŶ�^ƉĂŝŶ�ĐŽŶƟŶƵĞƐ�ƚŽ�ŐƌŽǁ�ĂƐ�ƚŚĞ�ŐŝƌůƐ�ůĞĂƌŶ�ĂďŽƵƚ�'ŽĚ͘ 
¨ &Žƌ�ƚŚĞ�ƐƉŝƌŝƚƵĂů�ŚƵŶŐĞƌ�ƐĞĞŶ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ƉĞŽƉůĞ�ŽĨ�^ƉĂŝŶ͘ 
¨ KŶŐŽŝŶŐ��ŝďůĞ�ƐƚƵĚŝĞƐ�ŝŶ�DĂĚƌŝĚ͘ 
 

WƌĂǇĞƌƐ 
¨ &Žƌ�ƚŚĞ��ŚƵƌĐŚ�ƉůĂŶƚ�ŝŶ�DĂĚƌŝĚ͕�Ă�ŵŝƐƐŝŽŶĂů�ĂŶĚ�ŵƵůƟ-ĐƵůƚƵƌĂů�ĐŽŶŐƌĞŐĂƟŽŶ 
¨ &Žƌ�ƚŚĞ��ŽŶŝůůĂ�&ĂŵŝůǇ�ĂƐ�ƚŚĞǇ�ŵŝŶŝƐƚĞƌ�ƚŽ�^ƉĂŝŶ� 
¨ &Žƌ�ĚŽŽƌƐ�ƚŽ�ŽƉĞŶ�ĨŽƌ�ĐŽŶǀĞƌƐĂƟŽŶƐ�ƚŽ�ůĞĂĚ�ƚŽ�ƐŚĂƌŝŶŐ�ĂďŽƵƚ�Ă�ƌĞůĂƟŽŶƐŚŝƉ�ǁŝƚŚ��ŚƌŝƐƚ 

 

3rd Annual World Witness Golf Tournament 
 

��ŐƌĞĂƚ�ŽƉƉŽƌƚƵŶŝƚǇ�ƚŽ�ƉůĂǇ�ŐŽůĨ͕�ĨĞůůŽǁƐŚŝƉ�ǁŝƚŚ�tŽƌůĚ�tŝƚŶĞƐƐ�ďŽĂƌĚ�ŵĞŵďĞƌƐ͕�ŵŝƐƐŝŽŶĂƌŝĞƐ�–�ĂŶĚ�ŚĞůƉ�
ƌĂŝƐĞ�ΨϮϬ͕ϬϬϬ�ĨŽƌ�ŵŝƐƐŝŽŶƐ͘ 
 

^ƉŽŶƐŽƌƐŚŝƉ�KƉƉŽƌƚƵŶŝƟĞƐ 
ΨϮϱϬ�–�dĞĞ��Žǆ�^ŝŐŶ�^ƉŽŶƐŽƌ    Ψϭ͕ϬϬϬ�– ^ŶĂĐŬ��Ăƌƚ�^ƉŽŶƐŽƌ͕ �ƌŝǀŝŶŐ�ZĂŶŐĞ�^ƉŽŶƐŽƌ 
ΨϮ͕ϱϬϬ�–��ƌĞĂŬĨĂƐƚ�^ƉŽŶƐŽƌ͕�>ƵŶĐŚ�^ƉŽŶƐŽƌ  ΨϭϬ͕ϬϬϬ�–�dŝƚůĞ�^ƉŽŶƐŽƌ 
 

tŚĞŶ͗�DŽŶĚĂǇ͕�:ƵŶĞ�ϰ tŚĞƌĞ͗��ƚŽǁĂŚ�sĂůůĞǇ�'ŽůĨ��ůƵď͕��ƚŽǁĂŚ�E��;ϭϰ�ŵŝůĞƐ�ĨƌŽŵ��ŽŶĐůĂƌŬĞŶͿ 
�ŚĞĐŬ�/Ŷ͗�ϴ͗ϯϬ�Ăŵ�  ^ŚŽƚŐƵŶ͗�ϵ͗ϯϬ�Ăŵ� 
&ŽƌŵĂƚ͗�ϰ-ƉĞƌƐŽŶ�ƐĐƌĂŵďůĞ�–��ƌŝŶŐ�Ă�ƚĞĂŵ͕�Žƌ�ǁĞ�ǁŝůů�ƚĞĂŵ�ǇŽƵ�ƵƉ 
�ŽƐƚ͗�Ψϳϱ�ƉĞƌ�ƉůĂǇĞƌ�;ŝŶĐůƵĚĞƐ�ŐŽůĨ͕�ůƵŶĐŚ͕�ƉƌŝǌĞ�ĚƌĂǁŝŶŐͿ 
 

WƌŝǌĞƐ͗ 
· tŝŶ�Ă�ĐĂƌ�ǁŝƚŚ�Ă�ŚŽůĞ�ŝŶ�ŽŶĞ 
· ŝŶŶĞƌƐ�ŝŶ��ŚĂŵƉŝŽŶƐŚŝƉ͕�ϭƐƚ͕�ϮŶĚ�ĂŶĚ�ϯƌĚ�ŇŝŐŚƚ 
· WƌŝǌĞ�ĚƌĂǁŝŶŐƐ�ĂŌĞƌ�ƚŽƵƌŶĂŵĞŶƚ 
 

ZĞŐŝƐƚƌĂƟŽŶ�ĚĞĂĚůŝŶĞ�DĂǇ�Ϯϭ�;ǁǁǁ͘ŚƩƉ͗ͬͬǁŽƌůĚǁŝƚŶĞƐƐ͘ŽƌŐͬŐŽůĨ-ƌĞŐŝƐƚƌĂƟŽŶͬͿ 
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Marks of Assurance 
 

 The Apostle John, the disciple whom Jesus loved, expresses his jealously for the churches to whom he 
writes in 1 John. As a result of the false teachers and their false teachings, John writes with passion and authori-
ty to shore up the faith of his flock. Even though they had been taught personally by him, some of them ap-
peared to be susceptible of being led astray. Therefore, John reminds them of the fundamental truths that com-
prise the Gospel and the heart of the Christian faith. 
 For many of us who have either “grown up in the church” or have been a member of a church for a ma-
jority of our lives, it is easy to miss the urgency with which John addresses his audience. We find it hard to be-
lieve that after being pastored by one of Jesus’ twelve disciples that some of them abandoned the church. How 
could such a thing happen when the Apostle John was their former pastor? 
 Unfortunately, this is not uncommon in our day as well. The departure may not appear to be as drastic 
as it does in 1 John, but the “exodus” is just as common. Hundreds of church-goers are abandoning the church 
every week with no intentions of ever returning.  
 Could that happen to me? Should you even ponder such a question? What makes you so certain that 
your faith is the real deal? How can I be sure that I am not deceiving myself? These questions are not intended 
to make you doubt or question your faith, but they ought to make you seek biblical affirmations for the authen-
ticity of your faith, regardless of how long you may have been “in the church.” John does exactly that for his 
audience, which serves us as well.  
 What are the marks of genuine faith? This question itself needs clarification if we are going to benefit 
from what John writes. Marks of genuine faith are the results not the basis of salvation. In other words, they are 
the consequences of a transformed, regenerate life, not the merits for earning eternal life. John addresses his 
audience as those who are already walking in the Light and know God. He is not presenting a set of actions 
needed in order to receive eternal life. This is a vital distinction that we must understand if we are going to ben-
efit from John’s instructions. It is only for those who have come to faith in Christ and are walking in the power of 
the Holy Spirit that the marks that John provides will supply any assurance. For those who are still in darkness, 
any effort to convert a fruit into a work will only lead to further condemnation. 
 What are some of these marks? One is the admission that we are sinners in need of God’s forgiveness. 
This is not just a general recognition that we are imperfect, but confessing specific sins in our lives that do not 
conform to God’s law. Such a response to God’s holiness can only happen through the grace of repentance by 
the Holy Spirit who indwells us. Those who are walking in the light, see their sins for what they are, wicked and 
heinous in the sight of God. Thus they humbly embrace the glory of the Gospel seeking the Lord’s forgiveness 
time and time again. 
 Another clear sign of genuine faith is love and fellowship for our brothers and sister in the Lord. In other 
words, it is impossible to say that you love your brothers if you are not in fellowship with them. Because all gen-
uine believers are indwelt by the same Holy Spirit, an unbreakable and undeniable bond exists between all 
believers. Therefore, it is incomprehensible that a professing believer not love other believers, by not sharing 
fellowship with them. In practical terms this mean regularly associating with other believers and being a mem-
ber of a local church, as it was the case for the readers of John’s letters. 
 A third mark of genuine faith relates to what you believe about Jesus Christ. Now this may seem so ob-
vious that it does not need to be mentioned, but the reality is that especially in our day, the person and work of 
Jesus Christ must be clearly defined. Just as the false teachers in John’s day denied certain aspects of Jesus’ 
identity, so too we are bombarded in our day to reconstruct and redefine who Jesus is. If the identity of Jesus 
Christ deviates at any point from who He personally claimed to be according to the Scriptures and what His 
mission was on the earth, then there is no basis of saving faith. “Believing in Jesus” is of no eternal value if the 
object of your faith is not the biblical Jesus. All throughout history, there have been many cults that have come 
and gone based on this fundamental issue. The devil, who disguises himself as an angel of light, would like noth-
ing more than for hundreds of thousands of people to put their trust in a counterfeit Jesus. Know from Scripture 
the Jesus who alone is able to save.  
 Test yourself and your faith so that you may be assured of your salvation. God has provided all we 
need to stand firm on His Word. May we rejoice in the hope that is our in Christ Jesus. 
 By His grace, 
 Pastor Seth 
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We’re on the web 

NewberryARP.org 

Flowers for April 

1 - Morning Circle 

8 - Vernetha Renwick 

15 - Mary Baker 

22 - Glenda Lominick        29 - Kathy Wicker 

Nursery for April 

1 - Allison Yi & Gracie Faulkenberry 

8 - Joanna Bedenbaugh 

15 - Rachel Faulkenberry & Caleb Jennings 

22 - Merri Avery & Noah Yi        29 - Catherine Faulkenberry & Elizabeth Yi 

Ushers for April  

1 - Doug Wicker, Mike Birochak, Jean Williamson, David Jennings 

8 - Marc Faulkenberry, Keith Avery, Lee Winters, Benjamin Jennings 

15 - George Farris, Don Ringer, Aaron Eising, Joseph Yi 

22 - Lee Ringer, Cecil McRacken, Andre Jennings, Noah Yi 

29 - Doug Wicker, Lee Winters, Keith Avery, David Jennings 



 


